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means of spiritual contemplation only. The
spiritual vision is the best and truest standard
for him. He should depend upon it and not at all
upon the visible objects perceived by external
senses. It is always commendable for the artist
to draw the images of the Gods. To make human
figures is bad, and even irreligious. It is far
"better to present the figure of a god, though it is
not beautiful, than to reproduce a remarkably
handsome human figure/*
" Spiritual contemplation/* Here is the key-
note of Hindu art, as it was that of the art of
Fra Angelico and other great Christian masters.
The whole philosophy of Indian art is in these
two words, and they explain a great deal that
often seems incomprehensible and even offensive
to Europeans.
While the Greeks made the perfect human body
the highest ideal for an artist, there has been
always in Indian thought a deep-rooted objection
to anthropomorphic representations of the Divine.
The Aryans in early Vedic times built no temples,
and image-worship was not recognised in their
higher ritual. The Hindu Sastras hold that it is
unlucky to have any representation of a human
figure within the inner precincts of a temple.
The substitution of a plain stone emblem of
phallic origin for an anthropomorphic image in
Saiva worship may be due to this feeling, The
change appears to have taken place about the
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